Northern Ohio Hears 
Murray on DOD Budget 


At the first AIAA meeting ever held in 
Toledo, this spring the Northern Ohio 
Section, joined by the local section of 
ASME, heard guest speaker James L. 
Murray, president of Teledyne CAE, 
discuss ‘‘Readiness of the National 
Defense Industry to Respond to 


Murray 


Emerging Administration Policies.’’ 
His remarks covered such timely issues 
as the shift in national priorities with 
an increase in DOD funding, the im- 
pact of the budget on the defense in- 
dustry, the need for modernization of 
the defense industrial base, and the 
threat of material shortages. 
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than population pressures dictated, 
and was apparently carried out largely 
for the pure joy of voyaging. As many 
of the conference participants saw 
space colonies as a natural develop- 
ment coming out of space manufactur- 
ing, Finney’s next point struck home 
even harder: ‘‘Warfare,’’ he said, 
**tended to break out in Polynesia 
when the size of a community ex- 
ceeded the limits for face-to-face con- 
tact, that is, a few thousand people.”’ 
But it was not correlated with popula- 
tion density. Fortunately, a ‘‘disecon- 
omy of scale’’ in building space colo- 
nies is becoming apparent; colonies 
will probably be cheaper per unit of 
land area if they are of moderate size, 
suitable for at most a few thousand 
people. They will be self-sufficient and 
dispersed but communicating with 
each other freely, just the set of char- 
acteristics that Finney’s evidence sug- 
gests will minimize warfare. Other an- 
thropologists present endorsed his 
conclusions. 
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As for the politics of our own time, 
R.D. McWilliams reported that anti- 
space public attitudes result from 
wrong impressions about cost. Ac- 
cording to his polling results, when 
anti-space voters are informed that 
NASA’s budget is not equal to 
HEW’s, but in fact less than a 
twentieth as large, their attitudes 
change from negative to positive. And 
he noted a widening of the ‘‘space-pos- 
itive’? demographics. The traditional 
space supporters are still there—white, 
male, 22 to 35, well educated, earning 
a lot—but they are being joined in 
their space positivism by a growing 
number of men and women from the 
middle socio-economic class. 

The logistics of this year’s confer- 
ence were aided greatly by financial 
contributions from two Associate 
Sponsors, Omni magazine and the Na- 
tional Space Institute. With that help, 
the other financial sponsors, Prince- 
ton Univ. and SSI, were not forced 
into the red. Post-conference activities 
by supportive citizen groups included 
the annual meeting of the L-5 Society 
held at the Nassau Inn and a party 
hosted by SSI in its new quarters at 
195 Nassau Street for its Senior Asso- 
ciates. That group, now several 
hundred in number, pledges substan- 
tial support to SSI over a five-year pe- 
riod. It supplies the backbone of SSI’s 
funding of hard-science research, such 
as the Rockwell/CalSpace grant and 
the construction of Mass Driver III at 
Princeton. 

Overall, conference participants ex- 
pressed a strong feeling that this year’s 
meeting had been the best one yet. In 
my view, aerospace corporations 
could gain a lot by sending representa- 
tives to the 1983 meeting. 

Gerard K. O’ Neill 
Space Studies Institute 
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